Who Are You Looking For? Finding the Risen
Christ in Our Grief

On Easter Sunday, we celebrate the most pivotal moment in human history - the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Yet even in this moment of ultimate victory, we find a profound lesson about recognizing
God's presence when we're blinded by our circumstances.

When Grief Clouds Our Vision

Mary Magdalene stands at the empty tomb, weeping uncontrollably. But she's not crying because
Jesus is dead - she witnessed His crucifixion on Friday. She's devastated because she believes
someone has stolen His body. In her mind, evil continues to take from her, first His life and now His
body.

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked
into the sepulchre™ - John 20:11 King James Version (KJV)

Like Mary, when our world turns upside down - when dreams are canceled, when loved ones pass
away, when darkness overwhelms us - we often find it strange that life continues around us. Bills still
arrive, people go about their business, and the world keeps spinning while we're broken to pieces.

The Power of Rhetorical Questions

When angels appear in the tomb, they ask Mary a seemingly simple question: "Woman, why weepest
thou?" Then Jesus Himself appears and asks the same question, adding another: "Whom seekest
thou?"

These weren't questions seeking information - they were rhetorical questions designed to reveal
something Mary had missed. Jesus already knew why she was weeping and whom she was seeking.
Like a mother who asks her child about eating preserves while evidence stains his shirt, Jesus asked
these questions to help Mary see what was right in front of her.

Why We Don't Recognize Jesus

Mary couldn't recognize Jesus for several reasons that mirror our own spiritual blindness:

Tears Blur Our Vision
When we're overwhelmed by grief, pain, or circumstances, our spiritual vision becomes clouded. We
can't see clearly through our tears.

We're Looking for the Wrong Thing
Mary was looking for a corpse - the dead body of Jesus. But you can't find a corpse when you're
standing before the living Christ. She was seeking death when life was standing right in front of her.
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We Mistake Jesus for Someone Else
Mary thought Jesus was the gardener. Similarly, we often mistake the risen Christ because we're
looking for Him to appear in ways that match our expectations rather than His reality.

What We're Really Looking For

Many of us, like Mary, are looking for the wrong savior. We place our hope in:

+ Money and financial security
+ Education and knowledge

« Power and position

+ Comfort and convenience

+ Political leaders or systems

But these temporal things cannot save us. A corpse cannot bring good news to the poor, recovery of
sight to the blind, or set captives free. We need the living, risen Son of God.

When Jesus Calls Your Name

The breakthrough moment comes when Jesus simply says, "Mary." In that instant, she recognizes
Him. As Jesus said in John 10:3, "the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name" -
John 10:3 King James Version (KJV)

Even when we don't recognize Jesus, He always recognizes us. He knows us by name. When we're
lost, when our judgment is off, when our vision is cloudy, when pain becomes too much, Jesus can
simply call our name to remind us that He is not dead but alive with all power in His hands.

The World Is Looking for Us

The world around us is also blinded by tears - struggling to see the difference between cultural
Christianity and the true Church of Jesus Christ. The world is looking for God's children to stand up
against injustice, to proclaim that we don't worship a corpse in a tomb but a risen Savior who knows
us by name.

Life Application
This week, examine what you're truly looking for when you seek Jesus. Are you looking for a dead

religion that makes you feel better, or are you seeking the living Christ who has power to transform
your life and circumstances?
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Stop looking for Jesus in temporary things that cannot save you. Instead, listen for His voice calling
your name in Scripture, in prayer, and in the quiet moments of your day. When grief, fear, or
circumstances cloud your vision, remember that the same God who raised Jesus from the dead is
present with you right now.

Questions for Reflection:

+ What "corpses" am | looking for instead of the living Christ?
+ How has grief or pain clouded my spiritual vision recently?
+ In what areas of my life do | need to hear Jesus calling my name?

+ How can | help others recognize the risen Christ in their circumstances?

The resurrection isn't just a historical event - it's a present reality. Christ is risen, and He's calling your
name today. Don't let tears of grief, disappointment, or fear prevent you from recognizing that the
living Savior is standing right in front of you, ready to transform your life with resurrection power.
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